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Notice of the Release of a Variety of Sand Lovegrass

Name: Bend sand lovegrass, Eragrostis trichodes (\utt.) Wood.

Origin: Seed collections from natural stands In the Arkansas and Cimarron
river basins in southcentral Kansas and northcentral Oklahoma.

Selection and Breeding: Two cycles of selection for vigor and persistence
on unirrigated sandy soils. Over 200 superior plants tracing to 11 original
accessions composited to produce final strain. Tested as Kansas Experi-
mental Strain 3.

Description: A perennial bunchgrass similar in general appearance to local
wild strains iIn southcentral Kansas. In tests at Manhattan and st. John,
Kansas 1t has been vigorous and has compared taworably with other strains
in production of dry matter. "Bend” is uniform In maturity, is a good
producer, establisheswell, and, at Manhattan, Kansas, is relatively free
of disease.

Conservation Use or Potential: For use iIn grass seeding mixtures for graz-
ing and Stabilization on sandy soils. Adapted primarily to the Arkansas
River hasin oOf southcentral Kansas and adjacent areas of northcentral
Oklahoma.

Availability of Seed: Foundation seed is available at the SCS Plant
Materials Center, Manhattan, Kansas.
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