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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'ALAMO' SWITCHGRASS 

The United States  Department of A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Soil Conservat ion Service, 
and t h e  Texas A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experiment S t a t i o n  announce t h e  naming and 
release of 'Alamo' swi t chgras s  (Pmicum virgatwn L.) .  It w a s  developed 
by t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion Se rv i ce  i n  coopera t ion  w i t h  t h e  Texas A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Experiment S t a t i o n ,  College S t a t i o n ,  Texas. 

'Alamo' swi t chgras s  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  F r i o  River 
by Laramie NcEntire  of t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion Service. 
s e l e c t e d ,  and inc reased  a t  t h e  Knox C i ty  Plant  Materials Center  and 
t e s t e d  i n  almost 100 p l a n t i n g s  i n  Texas as PMT-788. 

'Alamo ' has been e x t e n s i v e l y  evaluLted f o r  a d a p t a t i o n  and fo rage  y i e l d  
i n  r e p l i c a t e d  and nonrep l i ca t cd  p l a n t i n g s .  
a v a i l a b l e  c u l t i v a r s  a r e  (1) improved a d a p t a t i o n  and ( 2 )  s u p e r i o r  f o r a g e  
product ion .  P re sen t  swi t chgras s  c u l t i v a r s  a r e  adapted only t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  Tzxas and stands f a i l  t o  e s r a b l i s h  o r  a r e  s n o r t- l i v e d  when 
p lan ted  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  P re sen t  swi t chgras s  c u l t i v a r s  u s u a l l v  
bloom arid se t  seed i n  e a r l y  sunnner a t  t h e  ! b o x  C i t y  P l a n t  Materials C e n t e r ,  
while 'Xiamo' u s u a l l v  blooms about  two months l a t e r .  'Alarno' has  p r o v e n  
t o  be  a nore adapted ,  longer- l iv*d,  and more p roduc t ive  swi t chgras s  f o r  
much o f  t he  s t a t e .  'Alamo' has  proven s f f e c t i v e  f o r  u s e  on watershed 
s t r u c t u r e  b e m s  t o  he lp  prevent  wave e ros ion .  

It was e v a l u a t e d ,  

Advantages over  p r e s e n t l y  
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Notice of Release of 'Alamo' Switchgraps (Continued) 

.Three classes of seed (Breeder, Foundation, and Certified) of 
switchgrass are recognized. 
Conservation Service, Knox City Plant Materials Center, Knox City, Texas. 
Foundation seed will be produced at this location under the supervision 
of the Foundation Seed Service, Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, 
College Station, Texas, and t h e  Texas Department of Agriculture. 

'hlarno' 
Breeder seed will be maintained by the Soil 
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