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Notice of t he  Release of a Variety of L i t t l e  Bluestem 

- Name:  

Accession Numbers : PMK-152 

Origin: F ie ld  co l lec t ions  from 170 sites i n  Kansas, southeast Colorado, 

northeast  New Mexico, and the  Oklahoma panhandle were made i n  1957 and 1958. 

Annual p rec ip i ta t ion  zones of 1 2  inches t o  32 inches were represented, with 

most co l lec t ions  or iginat ing from between the  15 t o  25 inch l ines .  

within t he  co l lec t ion  area extended from 800 t o  5000 fee t .  

Method of breeding or select ion:  O f  t h e  o r ig ina l  col lect ions ,  45 w e r e  se lected 

as the most leafy,  disease f r ee ,  and p r o l i f i c  seed-head producers. Seed was 

harvested from the  45 open pol l inated accessions and planted i n  a 5 acre seed 

production block near Garden City, Kansas. 

was used to  e s t ab l i sh  the  foundation seed production f i e l d  a t  Manhattan, Kansas. 

Generations of increase are l imited t o  t w o  classes: foundation and c e r t i f i e d .  

Description: 

‘Cimarron’ l i t t l e  bluestem (Andropogon scoparius Michx. ) 

Elevations 

- 
Seed from t h e  Garden Ci ty  plant ing 

Cimarron l i t t l e  bluestem is a t a l l ,  l ea fy  composite of ecotypes 

from southwest Kansas and adjacent p a r t s  of Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, and 

Oklahoma. A s  such it exhib i t s  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  p lan t  types but maintains a 

characteristic blue-green color under annual p rea ip i ta t ion  as l o w  as 1 2  inches 

a t  Garden City,  Kansas. 
# 

A l s o  a t  that locat ion Cimarron was s ign i f i can t ly  b e t t e r  

than other-  ava i lab le  accessions i n  dry matter production and fo l iage  height. 

e, 



7 a:, t - 1/ 
During 1976 (Stubbendieck et .  al .  ) 

content and dry matter d i g e s t i b i l i t y  

and strains under dryland test. 
1 .  

found Cimarron 

than a l l  other  

to  have higher p ro te in  

l i t t l e  bluestem cu l t i va r s  

Seed y i e ld s  of Cimarron have averaged 75 lb .  PLS/A over a four year period a t  

Manhattan, Kansas. The highest  y ie ld  of 133 lb.  PLS/A w a s  harvested during 1976, 

Low y ie lds  have occurred during the  w e t  years of 1975 /'a r e l a t i ve ly  dry year. 

and 1977. 

Conservation use or  potent ia l :  

forbs f o r  range seedings, and i n  mixtures f o r  seeding c r i t i ca l  areas such as 

Cimarron w i l l  be used i n  mixtures of grasses  and 

roadsides, embankments, and other plantings where native vegetation i s  t h e  

objective.  It is an excel lent  cu l t i va r  f o r  use i n  western and cen t r a l  Kansas, 

the Oklahoma and Texas  Panhandles, eas tern Colorado and southwest Nebraska. 

Avai labi l i ty  of seed o r  plant ing stock: 

Manhattan Plant  Materials Center, SCS, Manhattan, Kansas. Cer t i f i ed  seed 

is avai lable  now from commercial seed growers i n  Kansas and w i l l  be dvai lable  

Foundation seed i s  ava i lab le  from the  

soon i n  Nebraska. 

Publication of re lease  notice: Publication of t h i s  release not ice  w i l l  occur i n  

January, 1979. Cer t i f ied seed w i l l  be avai lable  t o  t he  public a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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- 1/ Stubbendieck, J.; Foster, M.; Jones, M. 1976 Progress R e p o r t  of Range 
Management Research In  the  Nebraska Panhandle. 


